
B

cared for in the National and State
Homes for the year ending June 30
190S was 55098 a gain over the pre-

vious
¬

year of 96 C

I found that the act of Congress ap ¬

proved May 28 190S which requires
that the pension of members of State
Sollders Homes shall be paid dlroctly
to the pensioner has been complied
with by the authorities of these Homes
but it Is generally condemned as being
of no benefit to the members and an
embarrassment to the management It
has necessitated changes in the rules
and regulations of nearly all of the
State Homes as the disbursement of
pension money to members was for ¬

merly to a large extent controlled by
the Homo authorities partly for dis-
ciplinary

¬

purposes and partly for the
protection of members who are in-

capacitated
¬

by infirmities and therefore
require assistance and supervision in
the care of their pension In some
instances unfortunates who could be
kept in the Home aa long as the dis-
bursement

¬

of their pension was under
control now have to be set adrift be-

cause
¬

of dissolute habits and conse-
quent

¬

Interference with the comforts
of others

I also find that under the provisions
of the act approved Feb 26 18S1 as
amended by act approved Jug 7 18S2
the Treasurers of the several branches
of the Home have received from the
Pension Agents during the year pen-
sion

¬

money belonging to the members
to the amount of 426968812 Of this
sum 317872612 has been paid to
members and 102250297 sent at
te request of the members to their
families and dependent relatives x nna
by the report of the President or tne
Board under the authority conferred
upon him by the law that for tho year
ending June 30 1908 the amount ap-
propriated

¬

and spent in the National
and State Homes for support main-
tenance

¬

etc was the sum of 1187
361

I find that the land upon which the
National Soldiers Homes are erected
amounts to 536936 acres valued at

4S347485 and buildings erected
thereon 1051364842 total 10907
12307

I did not have the timo to investi
gate as to the cost of ths State Sol-

diers
¬

Homes I find that the average
expenditure for the year ending June
30 1908 per capita was the sum of

23263
This is a summary of the amount of

money that has been expended In erect-
ing

¬

the National and State Soldiers
Homes for the care of our wards and
the amount which it costs each year to
support and maintain them In addi-
tion

¬

to this each and every comrade
in the Home receives the pension al-
lowed

¬

to them by statute
I did not have an opportunity to visit

hut one Home whero the comrades are
admitted with their wives and that
was one of the two Home3 in New Jer-
sey

¬

namely the Soldiers Homo at
Vlneland I was much pleased with
the management and conduct of affairs
in this Home The comrades seem much
better satisfied than in Homes where
their wives are not admitted and I
only wish that there could be more
Homes of this kind The Soldiers
Home at Vlneland is a model in all re-
spects

¬

even tho it is expensive to main-
tain

¬

The ladies of the Womans Relief
Corps are maintaining several Homes
of this kind one in Pennsylvania to
which my attention was called where
comrades with their wives are admit-
ted

¬

and there is more coatentment in
these Homes among the comrades thjn
among those In the Homes where the
wives are not admitted

The Pacific Branch

I received anonymous communica-
tions

¬

In regard to the Home in Califor ¬

nia and I read an article published in
one of the papers written by an inmate
of that Home without a signature and
am surprised that newspapers should
publish sucH articles derogatory of the
character and conduct of officials with ¬

out stating tbelr source of information
X visited the California Home in com ¬

pany with the officers Of the Depart
ment of California and Investigated itvery carefully and addressed the two
Posts located there and also the in¬

mates of the Home I stated to them
that the Government made ample pro ¬

visions for their comfort care and
maintenance and that If the officials
did not do their duty they should
promptly call the attention of the In ¬

spectors or other proper authorities to
the fact and not write anonymous let-
ters

¬

tending to bring disgrace and dis¬

credit upon the institution I found in
this Home that all the officials were
Grand Army men and in addition to
their pensions were receiving compen ¬

sation for such labor as they could per-
form

¬

that the Surgeons and some of
the nurses and cooks were not Grand
Army men for tho reason that Grand
Army men in the Home would not or
couJd not perform the duties required
of them

Before leaving this subject I desire
to call your attention to the letter of
the President of the Board to the
last printed report of Managers of the
National Home for Disabled Volunteer
Soldiers on page 7 of said report and
also the report of the Inspector-Gener- al

and Chief Surgeon on page 65 re-
lating

¬

to the results obtained among
our aged comrades from tho adoption of
modern methods in the treatment of
pulmonary tuberculosis Nearly one
third of the members arc treated in
the hospitals during the year and 83
per cent receive treatment either at
sick calls or in the hospitals

Transportation
On the 17th of November 1908 I

indited a three page typewritten letter
in tha form of an appeal petition ap ¬
plication and prayer by tho Grand
Army of tho Republic to tho railroad
associations asking for a rate of one
cent per mile to and from Salt Lake
City This petition was couched In
courteous language and mailed to all
of tho railroad associations tho re-
ceipt

¬

of which was acknowledged by
the same to me

On the 7th of December 1908 3 vis ¬

ited several of these passenger associa ¬

tions in the city of Chicago all of
whom received me most courteously
and I was informed by them that the
rate would have to be fixed by the
transcontinental lines which run into
the city of Salt Lake these lines being
the Union Pacific Denver Rio Grande
and one or two others and that they
would gladly give such rate as would
be fixed by the transcontinental lines
2 immediately communicated with these
lines and afterwards at Salt Lake City
received notice that the first named
passenger associations refused to give
a better rate than 43 for the round
trip from Chicago I called upon these
associations again and was Informed
that they would give such rates as the
transcontinental lines would agree up-
on

¬

I then called upon tho Citizens
Committee of Salt Lake City to make
an effort and sc vlit could be done in
relation to rates snd 343 for the round
trip from Chicago was the best rate
that they could obtrjn

I then brought other Influences to
bear upon the Western Passenger As-
sociation

¬

and hi tho month of Jan ¬
uary 1309 received notice from the
Presidc nt of the Association that it
would hold a meeting In Cljicago on
the 21st of January inviting- - me to be
present with the Executive Committee
oj the Council of Administration To
t3Lve expense T went alone determined
to have the question settled that day
After a long argument and answering
many questions propounded by the dif ¬
ferent passenger lines connected with
the Western Association I said to them
that I had the resolution of the 42d
National Encampment in my pocket
which empowered tho Commander-in-Chi- ef

with the Council of Administra ¬

tion If they could not get a reasonable
rate to Salt Lake City to change theplace of holding the Encampment or
to postpone the Encampment or to calla delegate Encampment I stated to
tbxa that at Salt Lake City in the

month of December 1908 the Council
of Administration voted to leave the
whole matter in my hands that I did
not propose to change the place of
holding the Encampment because the
42d National Encampment had voted to
hold it in Salt Lake City that I did
not Dronose to Dostoone the Encamp
ment because that would only be pro
longing my term or otuce nut inn j
had made up my mind absolutely that
unless a reasonable rate could be ob-

tained
¬

I would call a delegate Encamp-
ment

¬

and that I meant to do It and
that right speedily The result was
that one or two lines gave nonce oi in-

dependent
¬

action This brought the
Western Association together and they
agreed upon a rate of one fare for the
round trip from Chicago and St Louis
to Salt Lake City and return I in-

sisted
¬

upon a ticket good for 30 days
upon diverse lines with reasonable
stop overs upon the return trip at dif-
ferent

¬

points within the Western Pas
senger Association territory and no
charge for validation or tiCKets wnicn
was granted I Immediately communi-
cated

¬

with the Eastern Passenger As-

sociation
¬

and was informed by them
that the matter would be taken up
speedily and we would receive a rate
that would be satisfactory I then
called the Encampment for Salt Lake
City

Second ana Third Appeals
Afterwards I received notice from

the Central Passenger Association that
they had fixed a rate of one and one- -
half fare thru tneir territory to ni
cago for the round trip and after-
wards

¬

received notice from the Eastern
Passenger Association the Trunk Lines
and others that they had fixed the
same rate I applied to them for a
better rate but without avail

Knowing that the Eastern Passenger
Association the Trunk Lines and oth-
ers

¬

passed thru the territory of the
Central Passenger Association I ap
plied again to the Central Passenger
Association to have them reconsider I
made a second and third appeal to have
the case reconsidered stating that I
could not expect the Trunk Lines and
other associations passing thru their
territory to fix a lower rate than the
Central Passenger Association

Under date of March 8 1909 Mr F
C Donald the Commissioner of the
Central Passenger Association wrote
me as followsr

Acknowledging your further com-
munication

¬

of the 6th Instant relatie
to a renewal with the membership of
tho Central Passenger Association of
tho question of rate concession for
yourrapproaching Annual Encampment
your several letters on the subject will
be presented unabridged to a meeting
of the Association convening on the
10th instant following which w will
promptly advise you of the result

The answer I received under date or
March 16 Mr Donald says

I am indeed sorry to disappoint you
Altho the subject so earnestly ami in
fluentially set forth by your letters wts
given exhaustive consideration by l1i
recent meeting of tho membership
the Central Passenger Association
was their final and unanimous com
slon that they might not consistent
meet your expectations hence the ten-
der

¬

of fare and one half in the terri-
tory

¬

of the Central Passenger Associa-
tion

¬

to their Western gateways plus
the reductions tendered by Western
connections was reaffirmed I earnestly
and fervently hope that your comrades
may be reconciled to the reduction as
a whole and by their presence at Salt
Lake attest their appreciation of your
conscientious and untiring efforts on
their behalf

I again made another application to
the several Eastern Passenger Associa-
tions

¬

but without avail I was led to
believe however that they might give
us a better rate if a better rate could be
had from the Central Passenger Asso- -
elation

I Indited another strong and urgent
letter to Kr Donald of the Central
Passenger Association under date of
April 25 from Salt Lake City again
asking him to reconsider the matter
stating that the Trunk Lines and other
associations would undoubtedly give us
a better rate If the Central Association
tnru wnoso territory tney must pass
and who seemed to hold the key to tho
situation would make a further reduc
tion This letter was accompanied by
several appeals to me from the Eastern
Departments stating that if a rate of
one fare prevailed tho Departments
would turn out strong otherwise the
attendance would be small

To this letter under date of April
29 T received tho following answer

iour ravor of tho 25th Instant with
inclosures referred to is received While
I apprehend that a renewal of your an--
plication will not result in the further
concessions for which you so earnestly
plead I will be pleased to submit your
letter with accompanying papers to
tne next meeting or the Association
convening on the 12th prox and in
promptly- - advising you with return of
your Inclosures

under date of May 15 I received a
letter from Mr Donald declining to re
open the matter

The transcontinental lines operating
between the Pacific Coast and Salt Lake
City promptly granted mo a rate of
one fare for the round trip Thus you
win oDserve that all roads west of
Chicago have given us a rate of one
rare for the round trip and all cast of
Chicago have stubbornly resisted and
rerused to do hotter than give us a rate
of one and one half fare to Chicago
and St Louis This is not as good a
rate as these Associations are giving
to Summer tourists for the Yukon- -
Seattle Exposition but we cannot avail
ourselves or the Summer tourist rate
unlets we purchase tickets thru to
Seattle

You will abserve comrades that T

have labored earnestly and zealously
wiin me great railroad corporations in
tho Interests of the Grand Army of the
uepuDiic ior a reasonable rate to and
from our Encamnment for thn men
who from 61 to 65 bore the brunt nt
battle and saved tho Union one and In
divisible and that the great railroad
corporations which girdle It with their
tracks have no feeling of patriotism
ana maKe no concessions to the com
rades of tho Grand Army of the Re-
public

¬

Salt Lake City
Beforo visiting Salt Lake City I ap

pointed a sub commlttcc of the Execu
tive Committee of four comrades re
siding west of Chicago in order to save
expense but beforo starting I received
an invitation rrom tho Commercial
Club of Salt Lake City inviting me
with my staff to vlnlt them accompa ¬

nied with a check to pay tho expenses
of the trip tho amount of which paid
all the expenses of the trip except a few
dollars

Legacy
On Sept 11 1S08 I received a letter

from Comrada Leo Rassieur stating
that a comrade of tho Grand Army of
the Republic one Henry Bergerer of
St Louis Mo formerly of Rockwood
111 had died leaving a last will and
testament dated July 30 1908 in
whicn among other things he be¬

queathed to the Grand Army of the
Republic tho sum of 8000 and that
this will had been offered for probate
Two other papers dated respectively
Aug 30 1901 and Juno 14 1908 also
purporting to be last wills of Henry
Bergerer were filed at tho samo time
In the Probate Court of St Louis City
Realizing fully that this matter should
receive immediate attention and not
having tlmo to call the Executive Com ¬

mittee of the Council of Administra-
tion

¬

together and Comrado Ilasslour
having submitted tho name3 of eminent
counsel in St Louis for my considera-
tion

¬

I immediately communicated with
Comrade Rasslcur retaining him to rep-
resent

¬

the Grand Army of the Republic
and to keep mo fully advised This
will was drawnin a very inartistic man-
ner

¬

ami crude form aad reads aa fol¬

lows

THE NATIONAL TRIBUNE WASHINGTON D C THURSDAY AUGUST 12 1909

St Louis Mo July 30 1908
I Henry Berger formaly of

Rockwood 111 now of tho city of St
Louis Mo this to be my last will first
that all my just debts shall be paid if
any second I give to the Grand Army
of Republic eight thousand 8000
third three thousand 3000 to the
Cleveland Orphan Asylum the fourth
two thousand 2000 to the Jewish
Consumptive Hospital of Denver Colo
5th I appoint Jefferson M Wall my
exegetor without bond I leave my
nurse one hundred 100 Marlon S
Spies if anything give it to the St
Louis Jewish Home

Henry Ber
Henry Bergerer

Witness Hurd Gilbreath Mildred
Frankol

Upon a full hearing of the witnesses
to the last will the paper making the
bequest to the Grand Army of the Re-
public

¬

was admitted to probate in com-
mon

¬

form and the other papers were
rejected by the Probate Court

One of tho legatees in the paper
dated June 18 1908 thereupon brought
a will contest in the Circuit Court of
St Louis City and the Grand Army of
the Republic was made a party der
fendant The Department of Missouri
G A R which is duly incorporated in
the State of Missouri was served with
summons upon tho allegation that it
was a corporation under the name
Grand Army of the Republic Com-

rade
¬

Rassieur having been employed
by mo to represent tho Grand Army of
the Republic appeared as our attor-
ney

¬

and counsel in the Probate Court
As soon as the Department of Missouri
Grand Army of tho Republic was
served with summons as a defendant
in the will contest under the name
Grand Army of the Republic it re-

quested
¬

Comrade Rassieur to file an
answer for the Department which was
done These facts were brought to my
attention by Comrade Rasseur and
submitted by me to the Executive Com
mittee of tho Council of Administra-
tion

¬

and thereupon it was resolved by
the Executive Committee and the De ¬

partment officers of the Department of
Missouri that the will contest should
be conducted by Comrade Rassieur and
his firm in the name of cither organ-
ization

¬

and after success was achieved
the differences between the National
organization and the Department
should be settled In an amicable man-
ner

¬

The case was set for trial for Feb
24 lfl09 but was postponed by reason
of the fact that a brother and sister of
the testator under the will of Aug 30
1901 had not been made parties Be-

fore
¬

filing an amended petition to bring
these two parties Into court the plain
tiffs took depositions to make clear the
situation with reference to tho Grand
Army of the Republic and indicated
that they would make both organiza
tions defendants the Department of
Missouri Grand Army of the Republic
n cor ulon as well as tne national
Stxa ment of the Grand Army or the
lrpuLc a voluntary unincorporated
vioclation impleading as representa

tives of the National organization the
dividual members of tho Executive

Committee
The estate consists of about 15000

cash assets The first will undertakes
to give the same substantially to Lip
man and Sarah Rosenberger brother
and sister above referred to The sec-
ond

¬

will makes a bequest of 5000 to
the Jewish Orphan Asylum of Cleve-
land

¬

O and balance to the Jewish
Hospital of St Louis Mo and by the
last will he gives the Grand Army of
the Republic 8000 the Cleveland Or-

phan
¬

Asylum 3000 the Jewish Con ¬

sumption Hospital of Denver Colo
2000 100 to Marion S Spies his

nurso and the balance to the St Louis
Jewish Home

The pending suit has been brought
by tho Jewish Hospital of St Louis
and Gustave Lippman plaintiffs vs
the Jewish Orphan Asylum et al and
Is No 56673 assigned to Division No
4 of the St Louis Circuit Court

On Monday the 21st of December
1908 the Commander-in-Chi- ef with
the Adjutant General and Comrades
Scott Armstrong and Cheek of the
Executive Committee of the Council of
Administration held a meeting in the
office of Comrade Rassieur In tho city
of St Louis Mo Besides the above
there were present the Department
Commander and Assistant Adjutant
General of the Department of Missouri
At that time such action as had been
taken by tho Commander-in-Chie- f in
employing Comrade Rassieur to look
after the interests of the Grand Army
of the Republic in this matter was rati-
fied

¬

by the Council and Comrade Ras ¬

slcur was retained to look after tho
case and press It to a conclusion He
was also directed to employ such coun-
sel

¬

as he deemed necessary In conduct-
ing

¬

the said suit provided ho felt that
he needed such further counsel

The above Is the status of the case
at the present time

Bull Hun Battlefield Monuments
An effort was made during the last

session of Congress to have some ac-

tion
¬

taken in relation to two monu-
ments

¬

erected upon the Bull Run bat-
tlefield

¬

A subcommittee was appoint-
ed

¬

to assist the Military Committee
and an effort made to get this subcom-
mittee

¬

upon the ground at Bull Rum
but owing to the press of business In
the last Congress it was found impossi ¬

ble to take the matter up and they
have promised to give this matter con-
sideration

¬

at the next session of Con-
gress

¬

I spent one day in going over
these battlefields Both of these monu ¬

ments need attention and repairs I
refer the Encampment to the report
of the committee upon this subject and
recommend that this committee be con-
tinued

¬

because of the fact of their fa-
miliarity

¬

with the grounds and what Is
required there

Legislation
At the last Encampment several res ¬

olutions were referred to tho Commit-
tee

¬

on Legislation A3 thero Is no Com-
mittee

¬

on Legislation except the Com ¬

mittee for Veterans In the Public Ser-
vice

¬

and there being a number of theso
resolutions I appointed a Special Com ¬

mittee on Legislation consisting of
Comrade Samuel R Van Sant of Min-
neapolis

¬

Minn Chairman Adln B Ca
pron of Rhode Island Washington
Gardiner of Michigan George W
Cook of Colorado N B Thlstlewood
of Illinois and J W C Hull of Iowa
all of whom except the Chairman are
members of Congress and to this com-
mittee

¬

all the resolutions above re ¬

ferred to were sent as well as many
other matters on the subject of G A R
legislation

I presume this committee will report
either orally or In writing

The niackmar Resolution
The Commander-in-Chie- f in his re-

port
¬

to the 42d National Encampment
reported that he learned that Mrs Gen
Blackmar had recently donated to our
Order the sum of 1000 to bo used for
the bfst Interests thereof and that ho
had tendered to her our sincere thanks
for her magnificent gift He further
recommended that tho Encampment
supplement his action In the premises
by an appropriate resolution In the
report of the committee appointed upon
tho address of the Commander-in-Chi- ef

thoy among other things reported as
follows

With reference to the gift of 1000
of Mrs Helen R Blackmar widow of
our late Commander-in-Chie- f Wilmon
W Blackmar it gives us more
than ordinary pleasuro to carry
out tho suggestions of tho Commander-in-Chi- ef

and to recommend that the
following resolution be adopted by this
Encampment and an engrossed copy
thereof bo transmitted to Mrs Black-
mar

¬

as a slight token of appreciation
Resolved That the sincere heartfelt

thanks of the 42d National Encamp-
ment

¬
of the Grand Army of tho Re-

public
¬

held at Toledo O September
1908 be tendered to Mrs Helen R
Blackmar for her munificent gift of
1000 whereby she not only manifest

ed her own geEEroslIy na kindness to
the comrades of our Order but forcibly
reminded us as weir of the affection
and esteem in vhlchincr lato husband
our late Commander-to-Chie- f was held
by his comrades and bis generous re¬

gard for their welfare
Resolved That tho Adjutant-Gener- al

be directed to have a truo copy of
these resolutions properly engrossed
and transmitted to V13- - Blackmar as
a slight token cf opt appreciation and
with tho information that these reso-
lutions

¬

were adopted unanimously and
by a rising vote

The mandates of tho 426 National
Encampment in this respect have been
carried out Tho Adjutant General
caused the said resolutions to be en¬

grossed in German text in book form
in three colors of India ink with the
Grand Army badge upon the title page
Tho book was lined with white silk
and bound in sealskin

On Nov 23 1908 the Commander-in-Chi- ef

with the Adjutant Geaeral and
Mrs Mary L Gilman National Presi¬

dent of the Womans Relief Corps
called upon Mrs Blackmar at her resi- -

jdenco in Hlngham Mass and present
ed ner wiin said book containing uib
resolutions Mrs Blackmar was glad
indeed to receive such recognition from
the Grand Army of the Republic and
desired mo tv report to this Encamp-
ment

¬

her thanks for the resolutions
saying that he would ever cherish
them in grateful remembrance of the
Grand Army of the Republic

Gun Metal
The 4 2d National Encampment au-

thorized
¬

the incoming administration
to purchase such an amount of gun
metal for badges and buttons as they
may deem necessary

I called upon Comrade Benjamin F
Howell Congressman from tho Third
District of the State of New Jersey
who offered a Joint resolution in Con-
gress

¬

donating condemned cannon to
the Grand Army of the Republic for
this use It wa pjomptly passed and
owing to the exertion of John Kcan
and Joseph B Forikcr Snator8 tho
resolution passed the Senate promptly
and was approved b e President of
the United States inf cannon weigh ¬

ing 1200 pounds w a delivered tuii
Is now at the mint where the K
are made the only expense to
Grand Army of the Republic being the
transportation for the same

Titles
I have received many letters during

my administration from various De-
partments

¬

inquiring as to what wa3
the proper title for a Department Com-
mander

¬

or a Post Commander or oth-
er

¬

officers in the Grand Army of the
Republic as to whether it should be
General Colpnel Major or Captain
And I speak of this now because I have
been confused many times by receding
letters from distinguished persons and
comrades addressing me a3 General
and have been very much embarrassed
at different times in different places by
being introduced as General

There is no military rank attached to
any member of the-- Grand Army of the
Republic The titles Of General Col
onel Majoretc aro titles which be
long to menrin military service The
ituies and regulations or tho Grand
Army of the Republic wisely provide
that the rank or distinction so neces
sary In active service is laid aside In
the Grand Army of the Republic and
that all aroT comrades that the dis- -
tInctlonror names applied to comrades
holding ofllte Is distinctly set forth
namely therCommander-ln-Chle- f shall
be called the Commander-in-Chi- ef the
Senior and Junior vice Commander-in- -
Chief shall be called Senior and Junior
Vice Commpnder-In-Chi- ef comrades
commanding a jjcparimeni Depart-
ment

¬

Commander and Senior and Ju-
nior

¬

Vice Department Commander
Comrades commanding Posts are
rightly named Post Commander Senior
and- - Junior Post Commander

ir we would all pay attention to the
Rules and Regulations In this respect
It would savo much embarrassment and
confusion

I earnestly hope that hereafter all
comrades will observe the proper names
to b3 given to the comrades In accord
ance with positions they hold in the
Grand Army of the Republic Gen
erals as well as drummer boys in active
service have been Commanders-in- -
Chief of the Grand Army of the Re-
public

¬

Ladles of the Womans Relief Corps
Our organization Is under great ob

ligation for the services rendered by
its Auxiliary tho Womans Rellof
Corps during the past year Its Na-
tional

¬

President has been a most earn-
est

¬

and active worker and I am unlcra deep Bense of obligation to he r for
counsel encouragement advice and
services She has been ready at all
times to listen to my every demand
upon her organization and has cheer
fully complied with every request and
demand which I have made upon her

This organization differs from other
ladles organizations from tho fact that
tho Corpq of the organization arc at-
tached

¬

to the Posts of the Grand Army
of the Republic and in this way work
together for the common good of our
Order

Their contribution to the Southern
Memorial Fund was 103499 They
contribute silk flngs to the public
schools and with their Corps and De
partment patriotic instructors work In
harmony with tho Poat and Department
Patriotic Instructors of tho Grand
Army of the Republic

It was my good fortune- - and pleas
ure to visit AndersonvIIle Park on
Sunday tho 18th of April 1908 which
had been purchased by the Womans
Relief corps and upon which they
have expended a large amount of
money and where they have erected a
fine dwelling the rooms of which ire
furnished by tho various Departments
of the Womans Relief Corps They
have brought tho grounds up to a
splendid state of preservation They
are well fenceu tho dead Hne3 and
stockade lines well marked and tho
four forts preserved in their natural
state The grounds are laid out In
walks and drives with beautiful gar-
dens

¬

In the midst of which stands tho
imposing monument of that grand wo-
man

¬

LIzabeth Turner Providence
Spring bubbles beneath a stone struc
ture and archway of imposing appear¬

ance Groves of pecan trees have been
planted and ara now in bearing and
the many weiis aug by our unfortunate
comrades iwhlle Inmates of Anderson- -
vlllo Prison aro still preserved The
ladles of the Womans Relief Corps
have expanded a large amount of
money uppn this park In addition to
the purchaso price paid therefor They
now ask tne uovernment to take title
to the samo i

The comrades of the Grand Army of
tho Republic should assist our ladles
In tho passage of tho bill transferring
thl3 narki to the Government It la
only a few rods distant from the An-
dersonvIIle

¬

Cometery where repose tho
remains oi 11 is or our unfortunate
comradesWho were confined In Ander
sonvlllo Prison and who were literal-
ly

¬

starved to death there I recom-
mend

¬

that a committee bo appointed
to assist the ladles In the passage of
such a bill

The records show that during the
month of August a comrade yielded up
bis life every 22 minutes

Tho Womans Relief Corps was or-
ganized

¬

at Denver Colo with 45 char-
ter

¬

members and ther have grown
thruout tho various Departments and
aro attached to the various Posts of
the Departments and now number
over 165000 loyal women Tho rnn- -
ords show that they have expended for
tne comraues 01 me Grand Army of
the Republic the widows and orphans
of thoso who have fallen in variousways nearly four millions of dollars

ladles of the G A B
Tho Ladies of the G A R ara com-

posed
¬

of the wives mothers sisters and
daughters of the comrades of the Grand
Army of tho Republic They are a oop- -

distincturate and independent organ
ization by themselves

They were organized at Guthrie Me
in tho year 1885 and have grown to
bo a very strong organization- - Under
the wise leadership or tneir most es-

teemed
¬

National President they have
added many Circles to their Order My
every request upon this organization
during the past year has been cheer-
fully

¬

complied with and they contrib-
uted

¬

29586 to the Southern Memorial
Fund and havo rendered valuable as-

sistance
¬

to our Order In many ways
In the public schools assisting at me ¬

morial services and in the largo sums
donated to Homes for the aged vet-
erans

¬

and their families to the Memo-
rial

¬

University of Iowa and many other
charities They have merited our con-
sideration

¬

and are entitled to receive
our acknowledgment and thanks To
Its National President I am under last-
ing

¬

obligations for an active earnest
and hearty support

Dnughtcrs of Veterans
This organization as is stated by its

name is composed of our own uaugn
tcrs It originated with five girls on a
Memorial Day in 1885 after they had
returned from a cemetery where they
had taken part In the Memorial exer-
cises

¬

and at Quincy 111 in 1890 with
194 members they organized a National
Department altho they had at that
time the sum of only 3285 In their
treasury Their growth has been steady
and at the 29th National Encampment
of the Grand Army of tho Republic
hold in Chicago III a cordial welcome
was extended to tho Daughters of Vet
3rans and all Departments and Posts
were requested to accept their services
The Tents take great interest in the
Soldiers Homes where frequent visits
are made and entertainments given At
the home at Chelsea Mass tho Massa-
chusetts

¬

Department supplies the needs
in a ward of 28 beds which is named
The Daughters of Veterans Ward

This organization has grown until It
has become a strong one and under
the wise leadership of their accom-
plished

¬

and energetic National Presi ¬

dent their growth has been phenome-
nal

¬

during the p ut year
I have met with them many times

during tho pasl year at many Camp
fires and Reunions and I find these
Tents of Daughter using their utmost
endeavors to mak the entertainments
of the Posts sui- - ul by their work
care and attent They are our own
daughters brouj up by ourselves
In the work of patriotic duties and
they should receive our most hearty
encouragement

It has been my pleasure to consult
with the National President of this
organization at different times They
are proud of the fact that they are
Daughters of Veterans and many of
them belong to the Womans Relief
Corps and the Ladies of the G A R
and they are In hearty accord and
sympathy with both organizations They
contribute entertainments and comfort
to the Posts Their contributions and
visitations to the Soldiers Homes and
contributions to the Memorial Univer-
sity

¬

of Iowa are liberal They aro des-
tined

¬

within a few years of being thegreat patriotic womans organization of
the land

Sons of Veterans
I have given much thought and at-

tention
¬

to tlil3 organization during the
past year They were first orgar ii
as a Cadet Corps Aug 27 1873 a
meeting of Anna M Ross Post G
A R of Philadelphia Pa Other Corps
were organized Afterwards their name
was changed to Sons cf Veterans and
Camps and Divisions were formed in
different Departments Finally In 1886
all of the Divisions of the various De-
partments

¬

were consolidated under the
title of Sons of Veterans U S A and
they have grown to be a strong organ-
ization

¬

v
They are -- not nor do they aspire to

be Grand Army men They did not
shoulder the musket nor stand on the
firing line but as sons of veterans they
also desiro to aid and assist the Grand
Army of the Republic in every way
possible during the lifetime or as long
as tho Grand Army of the Republic
shall exist and that then 03 sons of
veterans they may emulate the exam
ple set them by their fathers and stand
forth as an organization with the proud
boast that they are the sons of veter-
ans

¬

I have visited several of these Camps
in various Departments during tho pastyear and find that they are doing good
work in inculcating tho spirit of pa
triotism One of the chief aims of
tneir order is to teach truthful Ameri-
can

¬

history and inculcato the principle
of true patriotism The teaching of
patriotism is Just as essential now as
when its principles were first Inculcat ¬
ed by our forefathers Great prob-
lems

¬

affecting the welfare of the Re-
public

¬
are constantly arising and therightful solution of which devolves

mainly upon the truly patriotic citizen ¬

ship of our land When tho Grand
Army shall have passed away our sons
will be left to perpetuate the memory
of their fathers and their sen ice and
the maintenance of the Union They
now number about 40000 I have had
several conferences during the pastyear with their Commander-in-Chi- ef

Edgar Allen Jr who Is a son of the
late Edgar Allen of Co M 7th Mich
Cav and who in 1S86 was Junior Vice
Commander-in-Chie- f of our organiza-
tion

¬
They are spending thousands of

dollars yearly in charitable works They
are erecting and caring for monuments
to the valor and memory of the old
soldiers They are carrying on a fine
university at Mason City Iowa whichwas dedicated by them to the loyal
men and women of the civil war andthey propose to erect in the city ofWashington D C a memorial hallfor the use and benefit of the GrandArmy of tho Republic and as a monu-
ment

¬
to their memory

I recommend that the organization
of the Sons of Veterans be Invited to
hold their Annual National Encamp-
ments

¬
at the same time and place asthe Encampments of the Grand Armyof the Republic not that they mavtake part with us in our Encampment

and deliberations but that tho repre-
sentative

¬

men of their organizationmay come In contact with thn rm--

sentatlve men of tho Grand Army ofme mTuuni ai least once in each year
and that there may bo a better under ¬
standing between the two organiza-
tions

¬

The Blue and the Gray
I have been approached many times

during the past year and have receivedmany communications from members
of the Grand Army of tho Republic and
our late opponents United Confederate
Veterans In relation to Reunions of
the two organizations tho erection of
twin monuments upon tho battlefields
union services upon Memorial Day and
other matters of like kind

I did not hesitate as tho representa ¬

tive of the Grand Army of the Repub-
lic

¬

in objecting to twin monuments
upon the battlefields the one to the
Blue and the other to the Gray In a I
other matters of this character I have
suggested and recommended that ques-
tions

¬

of this kind should be submitted
to the Grand Army of tho Republic at
its Encampments by way of resoluicn
or otherwise

One of these questions is a Reunion
of the G A R and the U C V for
1910 at Washington IX C strongU
urged by comrades of tho Grand Army
of the Republic and the United Con-
federate

¬

Veterans and this Reunion
has been strongly urged and recom-
mended

¬

by comrades and the prcs3 of
the Northwest Another Is bv tlm sur
vivors of tho Philadelphia Brigade oi
the Grand Army of the Republic and
tho survivors of Picketts Division frra Reunion of the two armies at Gettys ¬

burg on tho 50th anniversary of the
battle of Gettysburg upon that historic
ground in tho year 1918

To theso suggestions and others I
have been opposed to binding the
Grand Army of the Republic and while
I am in favor of Reunions by the sur

vivors of the two armies upon diTont
occasions 1 feel that It must always be
by them as AmcrlcaTi citizens and unit ¬

ed with tho one obiect and aim of nre- -
sorvlng and perpetuating the Govern ¬

ment of our fathers under the one
Flag the Flag of Washington th s Flag
which never has and never will brook
dcreat And that upon such occasionsno so called flag which never had alegal existence should cast even a shad-
ow

¬upon Its glimmering rolds las It
floats In the blue azure of heaven

Resolutions of thi3 character will un
doubtedly be presented to this Encamp
ment tor your consideration and I In
vite your careful attention to the same

Flag Day
I have learned with great pleasure

that Flag Day was observed this year
more universally than heretofore and
that the importance of Flag Day Is be-
ing

¬

more carefully considered than In
years gone by Flags were displayed
on Flag Day at the Post rooms on pub-
lic

¬

and private buildings and In many
Instances the day was observed with
appropriate exercises suitable for the
day and occasion

It is to be hoped that thi3 observance
of Flag Day and the honoring of the
Flag will grow In Interest and In deep
appreciation of the Flag as tho years
go by
Tho Stephenson Memorial Monument

Pursuant to a resolution of the 42d
National Encampment and also pur
suant to General Orders No 9 of the
Commander-in-Chie- f the Stephenson
Memorial Monument was dedicated to
the public at Washington D C on Sat-
urday

¬

July 3 1909 In tho presence of
comrades cf the Grand Army of the
Republic assembled pursuant to Gen-
eral

¬

Orders No 9 members of the Sen-
ate

¬

House of Representatives and the
public

Order of Exercises
The assemblage was called to order

by Charles A Partridge Chairman of
the Stephenson G A R Memorial Com-
mittee

¬

who Introduced Comrado Wm
Warner Past Commander-in-Chie- f of
the Grand Army of the Republic as
presiding officer

Invocation by the Rev John Fletcher
Spence D D Chaplaln-in-Chi- ef Grand
Army of the Republic

Presentation of the memorial to the
Commander-in-Chie- f of the Grand Army
of the Republic by Comrado Louis
Wagner Treasurer of the Stephenson
G A R Memorial Committee

Acceptance of and presentation to
the United States by the Commander-in-Chi- ef

Grand Army of the Republic
Unvaillng of the memorial by Mrs

Grace Ross Van Casteel
Address by the President
Presentation of the sculptor J Mas

sey Rhlnd
Address The Enlisted Man by

Hon J Hampton Moore M C of
Pennsylvania

Benediction by the Rev Henry C
Coudcn D D

Parade by detachment of the Army
Navy and Marine Corps and District
Militia Maj Gen w W Wotherspoon
U S Army Grand Marshal Maj S D
Sturgls U S Army Chief of Staff

Appropriate music by Mrs Anna
Grant Fugitt accompanied by the U S
Marine Band

Tho committee on erection of a statue
In honor of Benjamin F Stephenson
founder of the Grand Army of the Re ¬

public having labored long and earn
estly untiringly but most effectually
and having performed their duty moat
satisfactorily and their Treasurer hav
ing the funds In hand to pay for said
monument upon its completion with a
sufficient balance to defray almost all
of the expenses of unvailing and the
lroper dedication of the same are en
titled to the thanks of this Encamp-
ment

¬

and I recommend that a suitable
resolution to that end be passed

And the thanks of this Encampment
are duo to Comrado Thomas S Hop- -

ins Past commander of the Depart-
ment

¬

of the Potomac G A R who
was selected by the committee Chair-
man

¬

of a committee to make the neces-
sary

¬

arrangements for the unvaillng
and dedication of said monument un-
der

¬

the direction of the Commander-in-Chi- ef

He by his untiring energy rare
skill and good Judgment performed hi3
duties in a most satisfactory manner
all of the details in regard to the un
vaillng and dedication being perfect
I recommend that the thanks of this
Encampment be extended to Comrade
Thomas S Hopkins

The monument is of granite with the
Grand Army badge showing the ob-
verse

¬

and reverse sides upon one side
of the panel is the profile of Dr Benj
F Stephenson in bold relief in bronze
The monument is triangular in shape
and upon each of the three sides are
large handsome bronze figures one
representing Fraternity one Charity
and tho other Loyalty The monument
Itself is 40 feet high above its base
and is a work of art and beauty a
credit to the committee to the sculptor
to thejGrand Army of tho Republic
and an honor to the memory of the
founder of our organization

Conclusion
In conclusion I desire to say that

this year has been the most memorable
and most pleasant of my whole life
I have been greeted everywhere by the
comrades and others with the greatest
cordiality and the pleasure which has
inured to me in meeting with the com-
rades

¬

of the many Departments and
the exchanging of fraternal greetings
with old comrades In arms has much
more than compensated me for the
financial cost of travel and while I
have not drawn upon the fund set apart
for me by the Executive Committee of
the Council of Administration I do
not wish or desire my successors in of-
fice

¬

for one moment to consider that it
was that I might establish a precedent

It is my great pleasure to give and
I do desire that this Encampment re ¬

ceive the money now in the Grand
Army Fund and so voted to me as
aforesaid as a gift and bequest to the
Grand Army of the Republic and thatthey receive the same now rather than
wait until my decease when as a be ¬

quest it might not be needed
I desire to express to my Adjutant

General my sincere thanks not only for
the careful and efficient manner In
which he has performed his duties but
also for his many acts of kindness and
attention to me during the recent
months of my administration

I also desire to express my thanks
to tho Quartermaster General for thevery efficient manner in which he has
performed his duty under the most
painful cireumptanct 3 having lost three
members of his family during the year
and two within 90 days of each other
the last being his beloved wile and
during this afillctlon he has maintained
a Christian fortitudo most sublime I
ask the sympathies of this Encampment
tor him in his deep atlltctlon

I need not In this presence enter
into the details of the splendid hearty
co operation and support of the elective
and appointive officers of this adminis-
tration

¬

including the members of the
staff and all comrades of the Grand
Army of the Republic My relations
with all of them and each of them have
been of the most cordial and confiden-
tial

¬

character and most harmonious
and each and every one has done all
in his power to make this administra-
tion

¬

a successful one And I desire to
extend to all publicly this expression
pf sincere gratitude Each and every
one of them havo been faithful to the
honor conferred upon them and the
trust reposed In them May the closo
relations which have existed between
us remain unbroken forever

And now comrades I am not going
to say good by nor farewell but after I
shall have presided over this Encamp
ment I will return to the ranks from
whence you called me and there again
take my place and while life and health
shall last continue in the performance
of my duty as a comrado In tho neces
sary work and pleasuro of upbuilding

Xi
1

ANSWERS TO

CORRESPONDENTS

A Word to Correspondents
Hesie do not write on both sides of yoar

letter juper Slgu your fall name not neces ¬

sarily for publication ami write It nnd all
roper names cry distinctly Do not ab

E relate vour words Jive your postofflce and
State we set letters occasionally In whicn
either the name or postolUce address biu
been overlooked Do not mix business ques
tions and correspondence Use separate
beets or paper Ail letters will be given

prompt attention ether by mall or In To
National Tribune

W M Patriot Ind Thousands ofspecial or private pension blll3 are In ¬

troduced at each session of Congress
Those who aro successful In getting
their names on tho blll3 that go thruare soon notified of their good lugk
while the others wait unless they make
personal inquiry of their Congressman
who usually knows of the fate attending
any of hl3 own bills

A C T Glrard Pa There are vari ¬

ous kinds of soils in Florida The sasdv
loam seems to be the one best adapted
to general purposes The muck soli is
black and formed of decayed vegeta-
tion

¬

In a bulletin lately Issue by
Prof II W Blair of the State Experi-
ment

¬

Station at Gainesville Fku he
says Muck soils are generally acid
or sour and this acidity must bo cor-
rected

¬

before they will be productive
Muck soils often contain substances
that are Injurious and even poisonous
to cultivated plants He further adds
that by deep cultivation these poison ¬

ous substances can bo exposed to the
ale and oxidized and to a considerable
extent destroyed It takes much moro
labor to handle muck soils than any of
the others While muck soils are rich
In nitrogen yet experience has shown
that they require nitrogenous fertiliz ¬

ers The sandy loams respond quicker
to intelligent cultivation than the muck
varieties and intelligence can keep
them In order It was the experience
of Western farmers to begin in the
muck soils on the river bottoms and
leave the higher prairie lands to less
fortunate people later and now the
prairie land Is preferred for general
farm usefulness

J L M Troy Me Section 170 of
Laws Governing Electons in Florida
says

Who Are Qualified Electors Every
male person of the age of 21 years and
upwards that shall at the time of regis ¬
tration be a citizen of the United States
and shall ha e resided and had his hab
itation domicile home and place of
permanent abode in Florida for one
year and in the County for six months
shall if otherwise qualified according
to law in such Couaty be deemed a
qualified elector at all elections under
the Constitution Naturalized cltizeas
of the United States at the time of and
before registration shall produce to
the registration officer their certificates
of naturalization or duly certified copies
thereof and shall make oath that they
are tho identical persons named In such
certificates before they shall bo allowed
to register

Provided That the following classes
of persons shall be not entitled to vote

1 Persons not duly registered accordi-
ng- to law

2 Persons under guardianship in¬

cluding those kept in or confined In any
public prison

3 Persons who are insane or idiotic
4 Persons who may have been con¬

victed of felony by any court of record
5 Persons who may have been con¬

victed of bribery perjury or larceny or
of any infamous crime in any court of
this State or any other State or Inter-
ested

¬

in any bet or wager the result of
which shall depend upon any electionor that shall hereafter fight a duel or
fend knowingly carry or accept a chal ¬
lenge to fight 05 that shall be a second
to either party or that shall be tha
bearer of such a challenge or accept-
ance

¬

but the legal disability shall not
accrue until after trial and conviction
by due form of law

6 No person shall be permitted to
vote at an election who shall havo
failed to pay at least on or before tho
second Saturday in the month preceding
the day of such election hi3 poll taxe3
for the two years next preceding theyear in which such election shall be
held provided that no person shall be
prevented from voting on account of
not having so paid a poll tax for any
year which shall not have been lavfully
assessable asainst him by reason of his
not having been of age or having been
over 33 years of age or who has lost a
limb in battle and who shall have pro-
cured

¬

and shall exhibit the certificate
of the Supervisor of Registration to that
effect as hereinafter provided for pro-
vided

¬

that no person who has not been
in this State one year previous to anv
general election shall be required to pay
more man one year s poll taxes

Tha 81st 111

Editor National Tribune Please
give a brief history of the Slst 111 of
which my grandfather was Colonel and
lost his life in tho assault at Vicks
burg Ida M Smith 1113 South Sau
tofe St Chanute Kan

The Slst 111 was organized at Camp
Anna Aug 26 1862 and finally mus-
tered

¬
out Augl 5 1865 Col S L

Campbell resigned and Lieut Col A W
Rogers was in command of the regi ¬

ment when it was mustered out Tha
81st III belonged to Laumans Division
Seventeenth Corps and lost 74 killed
in battle and 295 died from disease jn
prison etc Editor National Tribune

The 39th N Y
Editor National Tribune Will you

kindly give a short history of tho 39th
N Y-- known as the Garibaldi Guard
Comrade Eichele Weehawken N J

The 39th N Y called also the Gari ¬
baldi Guard was organized at Wash-
ington

¬
May 2S 1S61 and finally mus

tered out July 1 1865 Col Frederick
G DUtassy was dismissed and Col
Augustus Funk was in command when
tne regiment was mustered out Theregiment belonged to the Second Coma
and lost 115 killed and 159 died from
disease Imprisonment etc Editor
National Tribune

The 39tU Ind
Editor National Tribune 1 Please irire

a history of the 30th Ind Jacob W Mil ¬

ler Bloomington Ind
The 39th Ind was oreanized at Inrlian- -

apolis Aug 20 3SCI and its designation
cliangeJ to tho bth Ind Cav in October
1S13 Two more companies were or ¬
ganized in 1SG 1 to comnlete the reciment
as a cavalry organization Col Tbomas J
Harrison was brevctted General and Col
iielder A Jones was in command of th
regiment when it was mustered out Julv
20 1SG5 Tho Sth Ind Cav lost 147
men killed in battle and 21 died from
disease in prison etc Editor National
Tribune

Tho 187th Pa
Editor National Tribune Will you

please give me a brief history of tho
lS7th Pa C C Dodge Lebam Wash
ington

The lS7th Pa was organized at Phil
adelphia from isrcti 3 1864 and mus
tered out Aug 3 1SS5 Col John E
Parsons commanded during Its service
It belonged to the Fifth Corps and
lost 66 killed and 70 died from dis¬

ease in prison etc Editor National
Tribune

Asthma and Fever Cure
D J Lane a chcmUt at 118 Lane Bide

St Marys Kan manufactures a remedy for
Asinma anu nar tever in wnicn ne nas s
much confidence that he sends a 1 bottle
to anyone wno win write ror it Tit rr- -

maintainlncr and nreservlntr this crand c n h i t i r- - i i 1- m I3 H1V i7 J UV till AUL k IL Ik VUltTSorganization the Grand Army of the and the one taking the treatment la to b
Jiepuouc 1 tne judge

e3is

Free Hay
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